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Windhoek, 5 July 2013
MEDIA STATEMENT
ENVISAGED BAN ON IMPORTED SCHOOL UNIFORMS INTO NAMIBIA
______________________________________________________________________________

Women’s Action for Development (WAD), congratulates the Namibian Cabinet, and is thrilled
to be informed through recent media reports that Cabinet has requested the Ministry of Trade
and Industry in conjunction with the Ministry of Education to put an embargo on, and to phase
out, the import of public school and nurses uniforms into Namibia, over a period of 2 years, in
favour of locally-manufactured school attire, in view of job creation.
Since WAD has been canvassing for this concept for many years, the organization warmly
welcomes this important move, especially now in times when Namibia is severely hit by
drought and poverty with most disturbing reports of shocking numbers of children who have
perished due to malnutrition.
Although WAD appreciates the fact that the preparations for, and implementation of such a
comprehensive project take time, we urgently appeal to both the Ministry of Trade and
Industry and the Ministry of Education to do their utmost to speed up the process to realize the
project in a much shorter period of time than the cited two years.
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The need among the poor is so vast and of such immediate effect that a far-sighted project of
this nature which can really put bread on the table of the poor should receive priority attention
for speedy implementation.
As always, Women’s Action for Development (WAD), will go out of its way to be geared for
bulk orders of locally manufactured uniforms.
WAD therefore, respectfully calls upon the relevant Ministries to convene a meeting with Civil
Society Organisations to explore ways as to setting up a time frame within which all preparatory
work by the stakeholders will be identified and allocated for completion.
WAD trusts that this worthy initiative will be the fore-runner of the manufacturing of all linen
goods by competent poor local women in order to address the outflow of capital to foreign
countries and at the same time to provide jobs for the local labour market and to reduce
unemployment among women.
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